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Daniella Ashk V'S
CHELM-ON-THE-MED®
Incredible Snippets of Daly Life in Israel Culled from the Hebrew Press*




PRESS RELEASE

HOW SHOULD THE NEWS COMMUNITY DEAL WITH 'ANIMATED NEWS'?
An 'upstart' Israel startup –CHELM-ON-THE-MED© PRODUCTIONS challenges the
Taiwan conglomerate NEXT MEDIA's model for tomorrow's 'animated news'

Dear Media Professional,
If you are not aware of the growing controversy over 'animated news' - a bit of background:  The storm was sparked by a Taiwan mogul's debuting 'televised animated news' in December 2009 – segments that look like they came out of the movie The Lord of the Ring * or a 'SIM computer game'. There are a thousand animated news segments now – now with English subtitles, and they continue to appear at a fast and furious pace – giving the very concept of animated news a bad name. Next Media's rendition of the killing of 9 Hong Kong tourists on a bus in the Philippines in August 2010 is, by far, the worst NEXT MEDIA product yet in terms of 'poetic license' taken by the producers: http://micgadget.com/7806/philippines-hostage-crisis/ .

News consumers deserve better. 
In our technology-driven world, animated news can't simply be written off as an aberration, and it will not disappear if we ignore it.   Lock the door, it's going to come in the windows. Can animated news – when 'done properly' – be integrated into real news reportage, enhancing news as a product - just as Mark Fiore's editorial cartooning has been recognized as a legitimate journalism form – and even won a Pulitzer? 
 
The answer is an unequivocal YES.  The proof is Chelm-on-the-Med© Productions' product.
CHELM: An actual Jewish township in pre-World War II Poland (that still exists) that served as the butt of Yiddish folk humor for generations – tagged with the role of being "a paradise filled with life-embracing fools."
The demo developed by Chelm-on-the-Med© Productions is an outgrowth of Chelm-on-the-Med© Online, a news outlet of zany news from Israel launched in March 2009: www.chelm-on-the-med.com.  The lens through which Israel is viewed is far too narrow – political (and at times religious), almost all conflict-driven news, and I see it as my 'duty' as a journalist to broaden the focus – give people reason to laugh about Israel (not just fret, get angry or be embarrassed).  
Yes, we Israelis have our share of oddballs – like everywhere else. Israel has been missing from odd news beats like Reuter's Oddly Enough or the syndicated column News of the Weird (and other SOFT news watering spots).  There are a host of reasons – not the least of which is because most of the good stories were 'buried' in the Hebrew press and never make the Jerusalem Post, not to mention the Washington Post.  Some Israelis sigh with relief.  I decided to 'liberated' this material with an English-language news outlet of the nuttiest and nerviest things Israelis do – some truly Only-in-Israel antics, others shenanigans that 'unite' us with the rest of humanity. 
The website is the first platform of The Chelm Project, that in addition to the online platform, will include a book anthology, postcards, even possibly an Off-Broadway production…and, of course, the above-mentioned televised derivative…which brings us back to the issue of animated news.  
All Chelm segments for television will be animated news, based on a model developed by Chelm-on-the-Med© Productions.   

Our 'product' is better than NEXT MEDIA's, and presents a model and norms for usage of animation in news presentation that is relevant and suitable for news communities everywhere.  
If that is not enough – this is a case of 'David and Goliath': NEXT MEDIA in Taiwan  spent 2½ years and a $30 M budget developing  a grotesque inappropriate product produced in a state-of-the-arts studio by an army of 200 writers, illustrators, techies…and actors in motion-senor spotted suits. The Chelm-on-the-Med©- paradigm for animated news was developed in six months by four people working on-spec on-and-off (mostly off) in their spare time, with no budget on regular home-based PCs in four locations – resulting in a superior product. Unaware of what was under development in Taiwan, we thought we had 'invented' animated news as a new genre…until the 'animated news' controversy came to our attention (through a Google news alert request for "animated news", in mid-August 2010. )  

Please view the Chelm-on-the-Med© demo at http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MoUmGgbD6uk  and note the differences from NEXT MEDIA's product. (There is a list of links to some of their video clips appended below). 
 
Chelm's demo was pitched first to the main national Jewish television stations in the United States that carry weekly news broadcasts from or about Israel.  The two – JLTV and JTN – both responded enthusiastically (these are stations that reach tens of millions of households) and both are eagerly waiting for us to begin production of weekly two-and-a-half minute segments like the demo, designed to follow or 'close' conflict-driven HARD news about Israel (reported in the traditional way) with one upbeat and offbeat item of SOFT news for balance (in animation).  Eventually we will bundle these into DVDs for sale as an infotainment item.  Such material – produced solely on strict journalistic standards, where everyone is 'fair bait' – also has value (I believe) for those engaged in Israel advocacy since there is a lot of information about Israeli society packed into these vignettes that can change preconceptions among non-Israelis, both friends and foes. There are also non-Jewish stations weighing becoming affiliates.  We would be thrilled if Al Jazeera will want to air them with subtitles in Arabic.  (I'm convinced a steady diet of such input can contribute to peace by making Israelis – with all their quirks and foibles – more 'approachable' and less intimidating to others.)  We hope mainline odd news corners on other stations like Fox News, will also want to broadcast these segments. 
 
Millions chuckle at the antics of others across the globe, in odd news corners published in mainstream papers and by wire services and television channels. To get serious for a moment, one should not write this off as merely an amusing trivial pursuit: I'm a disciple of Roland Barthes’ breakthrough concept of examining popular cultural material beyond its face value, a concept further developed in the work of Pierre Bourdieu on cultural fields, which holds one can read the ‘trivia’ of everyday life as full of meaning about a society.  Thus, Chelm-on-the-Med© man-bite-dog stories – whether in vignette form or animated news segments can do more than entertain or amuse. The sum total of the content can be seen as an aggregate that draws a genuine picture of how Israelis tick.  
Yet, the importance of The Chelm Project is much broader – highly relevant to all media professionals.  The demo, I believe, has relevance as a medium, not only for Israel.  It is a breakthrough concept in journalism that can't be simply discounted as detrimental/biased or irrelevant, like the Taiwan initiative. 
In short, NEXT Media is not the only boy on the block! 
If you publication is covering leading edge ideas on the Internet and news issues as one of its beats, I think this qualifies as a good story.  I would be glad to provide more information about the Chelm model and our guidelines for animation in news presentation.  A full CV is also available, on request (I'm also a 'serious' print journalist).  
 
Daniella Ashkenazy,

CEO and founder of The Chelm Project
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APPENDIX A: SAMPLES OF NEXT MEDIA'S NEWS SEGMENTS

Tiger Woods (the first segment aired by NEXT MEDIA) Tiger/Ellin fight 

Jet Blue plane incident  Steven Slater’s slide ride 
Steve Jobs debuting the iPhone  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tn-YesqzvNk
On Google http://mashable.com/2010/08/18/google-nma/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=feed&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+Mashable+%28Mashable%29
Showdown at NBC 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-y04H5mFUFM
Manila shooting of Tourists
http://www.aolnews.com/world/article/anti-philippines-backlash-grows-in-hong-kong-and-china-after-bus-rampage/19614516
and 
http://micgadget.com/7806/philippines-hostage-crisis/
APPENDIX B: COVERAGE OF NEXT MEDIA AND 'ANIMATED NEWS'

VOICE OF AMERICA (NOVEMBER 10, 2010)
http://www.voanews.com/english/news/asia/QA-Taiwan-Studios--107045289.html
WIRED magazine  (AUGUST 30, 2010) 

http://www.wired.com/magazine/2010/08/mf_appledaily/all/1
JOURNALISM.UK  (26 AUGUST, 2010) 

http://blogs.journalism.co.uk/editors/2010/08/25/could-taiwans-wacky-news-animations-catch-on/
BUSINESS WEEK (26 APRIL, 2010)
http://www.businessweek.com/magazine/content/10_36/b4193038847783.htm
TIME magazine (AUGUST 23, 2010)

http://www.time.com/time/world/article/0,8599,2012166,00.html
ZDNET  (AUGUST 23, 2010) 

http://www.zdnet.co.uk/blogs/jacks-blog-10017212/google-gets-punked-by-taiwans-nma-animators-10018342/
BLOOMBERG (AUGUST 16, 2010) 

http://www.bloomberg.com/news/2010-08-16/next-media-plans-youtube-site-as-tiger-woods-animation-hit-draws-millions.html
WALL STRET JOURNAL (AUGUST 11, 2010) 

http://blogs.wsj.com/speakeasy/2010/08/11/flight-attendant-steven-slater-the-animated-version/
HUFFINGTON POST (AUGUST 6, 2010)
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2010/08/04/lindsay-lohan-as-depicted_n_670420.html
RADIO AUSTRALIA (AUGUST 3 2010) http://www.radioaustralia.net.au/asiapac/stories/201008/s2972577.htm
Channel 4 News (USA)  (JULY 19, 2010) 
http://blogs.channel4.com/benjamin-cohen-on-technology/taiwanese-tv-turns-its-animated-news-attention-to-steve-jobs-and-the-iphone-4/1143
ANIMATION magazine (MAY 25, 2010) 

http://www.animationmagazine.net/article/11567
HOLLYWOOD REPORTER (APRIL 15, 2010) –( Reveals  BBC and  Reuters are using their services for their own one-offs.)
http://www.hollywoodreporter.com/hr/content_display/world/news/e3iceae27f23a68f24bef8fbba5f67d5f85
DIGITAL JOURNAL (APRIL 14, 2010) 

http://www.digitaljournal.com/article/290592
THE GUARDIAN FEBRURARY 2010 

http://www.guardian.co.uk/media/pda/2010/feb/26/animated-news-next-media
CNN
C***HOWARD KURTZ "RELIABLE SOURCES' CNN (from JANUARY 2010) 

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/01/30/taiwan.animated.news/
MAY 15, 2010

http://ifidieapp.com/2010/05/15/cnn-chinese-animated-news-jimmy-lai-next-media/  

FEBRUARY 2010 http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/01/30/taiwan.animated.news/
*** JANUARY 30 

http://edition.cnn.com/2010/WORLD/asiapcf/01/30/taiwan.animated.news/
THE NEW YORK TIMES (DECEMBER 2009)

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/12/10/technology/internet/10news.html
